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departed, but the Legion remained. In the advance
they had taken the vanguard; now they were to
form the rearguard for the retreat. The next two
days were spent in making as big a show of strength
as possible and in completing the arrangements of
dummy sentries to be placed on the battlements IB
the hope of deceiving the Moors for a few hours,
when the Legion's turn came to depart. At midnight
on the ijrth, they said good-bye to Xanen, and now
began the most difficult part of their work. The
Moors, pouring down from the hills, were deter-
mined to turn the whole retreat into disaster, while
Franco and his men were equally determined that,
no matter what might happen to themselves, the
main body should be enabled to reach safety in
good order. On the second day of the retreat the
weather broke, and on top of all their dangers the
soldiers were exposed to violent storms of wind and
ram. To continue under such conditions was
impossible; so, having reached the half-way house,
Zoco de Arbaa, the army was compelled to remain
there, fortifying itself as best it could. The whole
programme of preparations which had enabled
them to leave Xauen had to be gone through once
more, this time tinder considerably worse conditions.
There were many who despaired of ever leaving
Zoco de Arbaa alive. For three months no mo\re
was made and the longer the delay, the greater
became the danger. But at last it was possible to
continue the retreat, and once again Franco and the